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As Mr Newton's Letter has for ſome time paſt been 
handed about, copied, and circulated, to a very conſi- 
derable extent, the Editor, who is in poſſeſſion of the 
original Manuſcripts, with the approbation of all con- 
cerned, has been induced to lay it, together with the 
greateſt part of the Anſwer, and the ſubſequent Reflec- 
tions of both parties, before the public, Politics in this 
Correſpondence ſeem to be the leaſt concern : And he 

truſts that the amiable ſpirit whit | 


e Liter breathe 
will recommend them to the 23 the ſerious. 
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Jul. gab, 


By Jon HN 00 LE, Bookſeller, . 0 Cloſe, Ediobargh, | 


Diſcourſes an ſeveral Subjects, by Robert Fleming, 
| V. D. M. Price Three Shillings. 

Where alſo may be had, Lectures on Civil and Religious 
Liberty, by the Rev. Mr Williamſon miniſter at 
Whitehaven, "INT Fi ive Shillings and 2 oa 
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POLITICAL DEBATE, Ec. J 
. TO THE 1 . | ; 2 
rev. MR ba WILLIAMSON. 
= TY 


| Dear and e Sir, 


Tus kind preſent of your book, and your kind . 
intention in addreſſing your ſermons to me by 
name, deſerved a more early acknowledgment. 
I am pleaſed with every mark of regard from a 
Chriſtian brother, though I could have wiſhed 
not to be held up to public notice: And Mr 
It, who likewiſe meant well, has made the 
buſineſs a little more awkward to me, by ſtiling 
me Doctor, an honour which the Newſpapers in- 
formed me (for I have no official intelligence) 
has been conferred upon me by the College of 
Princetown in America. However, by the grace 


of God, I am determined not to aſſume the title 158 
: | | k 6 CEE 5 8 ee of | 
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of Doctor, unleſs I ſhould receive a diploma 
from, a College in the New Settlement at Sierra 
Leone. The dreary coaſt of Africa was the U- 
niverſity to which the Lord was pleaſed to ſend 
me, and I dare not ——— a Reon: to 
any other. FFT o 
I need not . my e e of your 
ſermons i in ſtronger terms than by ſaying, that I 
have ſeldom met with any thing more congenial 
to my own ſentiments and taſte, I read them 
with great ſatisfaction. 5 
Though I have very little time for reading, 
had your whole volume conſiſted of ſuch ſer- 
mops, I ſhould have gone through it much ſoon- 
er: But your Lectures on Liberty, though in- 
genious and well written, were not ſo intereſt; 
ing to me. It was therefore longer before I could 
find Jeiſure to finiſh them; and this has occa- 
ſioned the delay of my Letter; for 1 thought it 
would be premature to write till I could ned 1 
| had read them. £6) 
„ I hope I am a friend to mary * civil and 
religious; but I fear you will hardly. allow it, 
when I ſay I think myſelf: poſſeſſed of as much 
of theſe | bleſſings, at preſent, as I wiſh for. [ 
can, indeed, form an idea of ſomething more 
perfect; but J expect no perfection in this ſtate: | 
And; when I conſider the Lord's queſtion, 


$6 * not cod ſoul be — on ſuch a na- 
tion 
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„ 
| P , 
„ tion as this? I cannot but wonder that 
ſuch a nation as this ſhould ſtill be favoured 


with ſo many privileges, ag we ſtill enjoy 


and ſtill abuſe. 


Allow me to ſay, that it excites both my won 
der and concern, that a miniſter, poſſeſſed of the 


great and important views expreſſed in your two 


Sermons, ſhould think it worth his while to ap- 
pear in the line of a political writer, or expect 


to amend our conſtitution or ſituation, by pro- 


poſals of a political reform. When I look a- 


round upon the preſent ſtate of the nation, ſuch 
an attempt appears to me no leſs vain and un- 
reaſonable, than it would be to paint a cabin 


while the ſhip is ſinking, or a parlour when the 


huouſe is already on fire. My dear Sir, my pray- 
er to God for you is, that he may induce you to 
employ the talents he has given you in pointing 


out in as the great cauſe and ſource of every 
exiſting evil, and to engage thoſe who love and 
fear him, inſtead of loſing time in political ſpe- 


culation, for which very few of them are toler- 
ably competent, to ſigh and cry for our abound- 
ing abominations, and to ſtand in the breach, by 
prayer, that, if it may be, wrath may yet be a- 
verted, and our national mercies prolonged. 
This, I think, is the true patriotiſm, the beſt, if 


not the only way, in which perſons in private 
jife e can i ſerve Ser country. For the reſt, there | 
| will 
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will be always dead to-bury the dead. The in- 
ſtruments whom the Lord employs in political 
matters are uſually ſuch as are incapable of bet- 


| ter employment. All things and perſons ſerve 


him; but there are ſervices under the direction 
of his providence which are not good enough 
for his own children. They belong to a king- 
dom which 1s not of this world ; they are ſtran- 
gers and pilgrims upon earth, and a part of their 
ſcriptural character is, that they a are 18 quiet 
“ in the land.“ | | 
The reaſoning for a more equal Ds. 
tion in parliament is ſpecious; but, while infi- 


| delity and profligacy abound among rich and 
poor; while there is ſuch a general want oſ 


principle and public ſpirit among all ranks; 1 
apprehend, that, whatever changes might take 
place in this buſineſs, no real benefit will fol- 
low. The conſequence would rather be the in. 
troduction of perjury, bribery, drunkenneſs, and 


riot, into towns, which have hitherto been more 


exempted from them than the boroughs. As 
the numbers of buyers increaſed, ſo would the 
number of thoſe who are willing to be ſold, 
And I know that many judicious people in Bir- 
mingham and Mancheſter are ſo ſenſible of his, 
that they would be ſorry to have elections a- 
mong them, though there are exceptions. I 
e ſo aan e of the bulk both of the 

TR . electors 


. 

electors and the elected, that, I think, if the 
ſeats in the houſe of commons could be deter- 
mined by a lottery, abundance of miſchief and 
wickedneſs might be prevented, and perhaps 
the nation might be repreſented to as much ad- 
vantage by this as by any other method ; but” 
theſe are not my concerns. 

The poſition, that, if the body of a people 
are aggrieved, they have a right to redreſs them- 
ſelves, muſt be much limited and- modified be- 
fore I can reconcile it to Scripture. I am not 
fond of deſpots; but I think, if ever there was 
one upon earth, Nebuchadnezzar was a deſpot. 
| Whom he would he flew, and whom he would 
he kept alive; whom he would he ſet up, and 
whom he would he put down; Dan. v.'18, 19. 
Yet Jeremiah declares, that the Lord had given- 
him this deſpotic power, and had commanded 
all the nations to ſerve him. Surely, if you 
and J had been there, (knowing what we know | 
now), we ſhould not have diſputed this com- 
mand, nor have excited the people, however op- 
preſſed, to ſhake off the yoke which God him- 
ſelf had put upon them : And if, for our ſins, 
the Lord ſhould put us under the power of the 
Ruſſians, T ſhould 'rather look to him than to. 
man for deliverance. 

I think a heathen faid, © The FRE which de- 
2 N a man of his liberty, robs him of half 
cc his 


— 


— 


1 

« his virtues.” If I was a heathen I ſhould fay 
ſo too. But the Goſpel teaches me otherwiſe. 
The apoſtle expected that believing ſervants, | 
who at that time, I ſuppoſe, were chiefly bond- 
ſervants or ſlaves, would act from nobler prin- 
ciples, and aim at a more ſublime end, than the 
conception of philoſophers had ever reached to. 
That they would a& from a regard to the glory 
of God our Saviour, and to the honour of his 
_ Goſpel; Tit. ii. 10.; 1 Tim. vi. 1.; and elſe- 
where he ſays, 1 Cor. vii. 21. Art thou call- 

« ed, being ſuch a ſeryant ? care not for it: I 

« thou mayeſt be free, uſe it rather.” If Divine 
Providence offers you a manumiſſion, accept it 
with thankfulneſs; ; If not, it is but a trifle to 
you, who are already the Lord's freedman ; 
and, in your moſt ſervile employments, if ſub- 
mitted to for his ſake, you are accepted of him 
no leſs than if you were placed in the moſt ho- 
nourable and important ſtations. The Chriſ- 
tian, however ſituated, muſt be free indeed, for 
the ſon of God has made him ſo. On the other 
hand, you and I, dear Sir, know how much they 
are to be pitied who are frantic for what they 
call liberty, and conſider not that they are in the 
moſt deplorable bondage, the flaves of fin and 
Satan, and ſubje& to the. curſe of the law, and 
the wrath of God. Oh ! for a voice to reach their 
hearts, that they may know themſelves, and ſeek 
deliverance 


. Less) 
deliverance from their dreadful thraldom. Sa: 
55 tan has many contrivances to amuſe them, and 
to turn their. thoughts from their real danger; 
and none ſeem more enſnaring, in the preſent 
a day, than to engage them in the cry, ©, Great 
e is the Diana Liberty! May you and I, la- 
85 bour with ſucceſs to direct them to the one thing, 
which is abſolutely need ful, and abundantly ſuf. 
ficient: The Socinians are rather the moſt for- | 1 
ward in this cry; which I fear will have a bane- 
ful influence upon the power of religion among 
5 the more evangelical diſſenters. An agreement 
in political ſentiments produces much cordiali- 
ty and intercourſe between thoſe who, in point . 
of doctrine, have ſtood at the greateſt diſtance: oy” 
And. already, in ſome pulpits, (proh dolor !) a 
deſcription of the Rights of Man occupies much 
of the time which uſed to be employed in pro- 
claiming. the glory and grace of the Saviour, 8 
and the Rights of God to the love and obedi- | 
ence of his creatures. bs 
As to the Revolution in France, I gn no ; 
Han perſon was ſorry when the Baſtile was 
deſtroyed, and the pillars of their oppreſſive go- 
vernment ſhaken: The Freneh had then a great 
opportunity put into their hands; I pretend not 
to judge of the political merit of their conſtitu- 
tion; but, if I approved it in other reſpects, I 
- durſt not praiſe it ſo ſtrongly as you do; while 


LY 


n 


* 


(A 


I knew it was planted in atheiſm, and has been 
watered with delages of human blood; while I 
knew it began in inſult to Chriſtianity, and 
armed at its abolition. 

However, their firſt admired ne is 
now at an end, and has no more force than the 
repeated oaths by which they bound themſelves 
to maintain it. And now, not content- with 
pleaſing themſelves, they are aiming to force 
their ſchemes upon the Turrounding nations. I 
ſhould call this Quixotiſm in the extreme, if 1 
aid not conſider them as ſaws and hammers in the 
hand of the Lord. So far as they are his inſtru- 
tents they will ſucceed, but not an inch far- 
ther. Their wrath ſhall praiſe him, to the full 
extent of its acking, and be ſubfervient to his de- 
ſings; the remainder of it he will reſtrain. And, 
when he maketh inquiſition for the blood they 
have wantonly ſhed, and for their defiance of 
his great name, neither their phantom liberty, 
nor their idol e will en chem _ 
His Notice. 

J am forry for your ſevere cenſures on the | 
preſent adminiſtration. For, when Teortpare the 
ſtate of the nation in the year 1783, or'at the 
time of the King's illneſs, with what it is now, I 
cannot but think that the providence of God 
raifed up Mr P—t for the good of theſe king: 
doms, and 'that ud was cou, whine has 

done 


ca ) 


done unleſs a bleſſing: from on high had- 1 
upon his counſels and meaſures. I ſpeak fum; 
ply; having nothing to hope, or, as I think, to 
fear, from men in power, I am not concerned 
to yindicate the conduct of miniſtry in the 
lump ; but I believe, though it be eaſy to draw 
up theories and ſchemes in the cloſet, which 
may look very pretty and plauſible upon paper, 
difficulties will occur, in the adminiſtration of a 
great people, which can ſcarcely be conceiyed of 
by perſons in private life. And, with reſpect to 
Britain at pfeſent, I believe, if the prophet Pa: 
niel was at the head of our affairs, or it all our 
miniſters were angels, the corruption and vena- 
lity of the times would labour hard to counter- 


- act their deſigns. 


There is no new thing under the ſun, When 
I read Saluſt's account of the Jugurthan war, 1 
"ou to read (mutatis mutandis) our own: hiſto- 
The wealth and. luxury which followed the 
Meents of Lucullus in Aſia ſoon deſtroyed all 
appearance of public ſpirit in Rome. Our ac- 
quiſitions in the Eaſt have had a ſimilar effect. 
know ſome perſons who, after giving full proof 
of their incompetency to manage their own pri- 
vate affairs, after having ruined their families 
by diſſipation, and ſtained their characters by 
fraud and bankruptcy, have preſently ſet up for 


e reformers. I am very ſorry they ſhould 
ſeem 
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ſeem to have the ſanddion of ſuch za name as 
your's. | 

Fe know not even as names of the er 
who compoſe the Society of © The friends of 
ce the people,” and conſequently have no pre- 
judice againſt their characters. But you your- 
ſelf are ſorry, and ſeem ſurpriſed that they ſhould | 
adopt a eulogium upon Mr Paine. J am ſorry 
likewiſe, but I am not ſurpriſed. Ex pede Her- 
culem ! I rely more upon this feature, than on 
all their declarations. When you fay that, al- 
lowing them to be men of penetration, nothing 
more is neceſlary to eſtabliſh the purity of their 
intentions, it ſounds very ſtrange to me, when 
I conſider it as the ſentiment of the author of 


the two ſermons which I have read with ſo 


much pleaſure. Surely it cannot accord with 
your knowledge of human nature 1 34 
When our Lord was upon earth, he refuſed 


to be a judge or a divider. And he ſaid after- 


wards, © My kingdom is not of this world; if 
« it were, then would my ſervants fight.“ I 
ſhould think, as Peter thought, that, if any 
thing could have juſtified reſiſtance in a diſ. 


ciple, that was the time when Jeſus was appre- 


hended by wicked men, to be condemned and 
crucified; but his Maſter rebuked his zeal. I 
think that, as Chriſtians, we have nothing to 
expect from this world but tribulation, no peace 


1 


8s 5 


but in him. If our lot be ſo cd | 
exerciſe our miniſtry free from ſtripes, fines, 
impriſonment, and death, it is more than the 
goſpel has promiſed us. If Chriſtians were 
quiet when under the government of Nero and 
Caligula, and when perſecuted and hunted like 
wild beaſts, they ought to be not only quiet but 5 
very thankful now. It was then accounted an 
hondur to ſuffer for Chriſt. Of late, the Rights 
of Man are pleaded as a res, Tag Ke of. 
fence of the croſs. 4 
Had I been in France FIG time 80, a if 
by going between the contending parties I could 
have reconciled them, I certainly ought to have 
done it. But, to take a part in their diſputes 
myſelf, and to become openly and warmly a Ja- 
cobin or a Feuillant, would be ridiculous in me, 
if all my connections and intereſts were in Eng- 
land, and I expected in a few weeks to leave 
France forever. In this view I conſider myſelf 
now. If I had wiſdom or influence to ſooth 
the angry paſſions of mankind, whether Whigs 
or Tories, I would gladly employ them; but, 
as to myſelf, I am neither Whig nor Tory, but 
a friend to both. I am a ſtranger, and a pil- 
grim. My Iarwpa, my charter, my rights, 
my treaſures, are, I hope, in heaven, 'and there 
my heart ought to be. In leſs than a few weeks 
I may be removed, (and perhaps ſuddenly,) into 
4 0 the 


(4 | 
the unſeen world, where all that caufes ſo much 
buſtle upon earth at preſent will be no more 
to me than the events which took place among 
the Antediluvians. How much then does it 
import me, to be found watching with my loins 
_ girded up, and my lamp burning, diligently en- 
gaged in my proper calling. For the Lord has 
not ealled me to fet nations to right, but to 
preach the Goſpel, to proclaim the glory of his 
Name, and to endeavqur to win ſopls: Happy 
is that ſervant, whom his Lord, when he cometh, 
ſhall find fo doing! In the hour, when death 
ſhall open the door into eternity,” many things 
which now aſſume an air of importance, will be 
found light and unſubſtantial as the baſeleſs as 
brie of a viſion. 

A know act Whether che length and 8 
of my letter may not require an apology, as 
much as my long filence. But, as I give you 
full eredit for what you ſay of your candour 
towards thoſe who differ from you in ſenti- 
ment, I am the lefs apprehenſive of offending 
| you. From the peruſal of your ſermons, I 
have conceived a great reſpect and affection for 
you. Though we may not meet upon earth, 1 
traſt we ſhall meet where all are perfectly of 
one mind. In the mean time, I ſet you down 
in my heart as a friend and a brother. As 1 
was forced to write, both — and love * 


me 


L 


me to n giving you my. 
thoughts. 1 

I recommend yo to the care and bleſſings of 
of the Great Shepherd and Saviour, and re· 
main for his ſake, 
. Reverend Sir, | | 

Your affectionate friend and brother, 

8 

London, Coleman Street Buildings, 2 
November 28. 1792. j 


TO THE 
REV. Ma JOHN NEWTON, 
Reverend and Dear Father, 


I received your letter in the ordinary cotirſe N 
of poſt, and I could not anſwer to my own 
mind, had I delayed acknowledging my obli- 
gations to you a moment longer than the im- 
mediate duties of my ſtation required me to do 
it. I'very well knew that your political ſenti- 
ments differed extremely from mine; but that 
difference never, for a moment, abated my re- 
yu — Goſpel, or my 
regard 


(68169 


regard for you as a Chriſtian. I do not pretend 
to infallibility ; and, as my own judgment has 
often been wrong, TF have no reaſon at all to 


quarrel with thoſe who think it what I have 


often found it to be. I ſhall; in anſwer to your 
letter, as briefly as T can, ſtate the particulars in 


which I differ from you; and, as the whole 
difference is about politics, I hope it will not 
deprive me of your inſtructions in matters of 

infinitely more value, nor in the leaſt leſſen 
that warm affection I have borne to you ever 


fince I became acquainted with you as à Divine. 


In the firſt place, you ſeem to think it incon- 


ſiſtent with the character of a Miniſter of the 


Goſpel to write upon politics. There I Guan 
to differ from you with very great modeſty, as | 

my differing may be thought to be in my own 
defence. Were I a folitary inſtance of a Preach- 
er of the Goſpel meddling with ſubjects of that 
kind, I ſhould certainly have had reaſon to ſuſ- 
pect that I had wandered from my proper 
place. But you cannot be ignorant, that a 


zeal for true Religion, and the love of liberty, 
have ſeldom, in the Hiſtory of the Reformation, 
been found ſeparate. I might quote Luther, 
Calvin, and almoſt all the reformers, to proye 


the fact. In England, the Puritans: were long 


the zealous friends ef evangelical. truth, and 


likewiſe the . RAE of- 3 and ci- 


vil 


6 


vil liberty; whereas Laud, and almoſt all the o- 


ther enemies of the Goſpel, were the preachers 

of paſſive obedience, and the divine right of 
Kings. Dr Owen wrote upon politics ; and in 
the preſent century I might mention, among ſe- 
veral others, the celebrated Mr Bradbury. Theſe 
were zealous for what they accounted liberty ; 


and you will allow that they are to be ranked 


among the beſt writers in theology. From the 
remainder of corruption in the hearts of good 
men there is much danger, I allow, of their 
having their affections drawn away from things 
of vaſtly more importance, when they write 


upon thoſe which are not immediately connec- 


ted with the Goſpel of Chriſt. I hope, I feel, 
what the apoſtle calls the body of ſin and death ; 
for, to be inſenſible of it, is to be completely un- 
der its power; and that there is no exerciſe in 
which I engage from which the evil heart of 
unbelief will not bring the materials of tempta- 


tion; but I am not convinced that it is incon- 
ſiſtent with the character of a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel to offer his ſentiments to the world, 


concerning what he thinks to be the beſt me- 


thod of providing for the preſent happineſs of 


mankind, in ſo far as that happineſs is affected 


by civil government. If politics become the 


principal part of a miniſter's buſineſs ; if, while 


he diſcuſſes the rights of men and of nations, 


Ee his 


16 


his flock be neglected, and the rights of thoſe 
whom Chriſt hath purchaſed with his own 

blood ſaerificed, I grant he acts a moſt un- 
faithful and unrighteous part. But I hope this 
has not, though I am conſcious of much un- 
worthineſs, been altogether my caſe. The judg- 
ments of God, we have indeed much reaſon to 
fear, will come upon us as a nation, for our in- 
numerable violations of His law, and our con- 
tempt of His Goſpel; and therefore, we have 
much reaſon to figh and to cry for all our ab 


minations, and to ſtand in the breach by prayer, 


that our ſins may be forgiven, and our mercies 
may be Pn.” But I do not ſee that bur 
truſt in God ought to make us negligent, even | 
about the natural means of our proſperity as a 
nation; I would not think that farmer a better 
Chriſtian than his neighbours becauſe he ſpent 
his time wholly in prayer, and neglected to im- 
prove his farm in that manner which experienck 
points out to be neceſſary; though, were he to 
labour without truſting in God for his ſnceeſs, 
I ſhould not conſider him as a Chriſtian at all. 
As the Goſpel of Chriſt requires diligence in 
i duſineſs, as well as fervour of ſpirit, I think a 
man may ſerve God by them both. I believe 
that i in ordinary caſes, that, kingdom will prof. . 
per beſt in which there is moſt political wiſ- 
dom in the rulers; and that that quality i 18 often 


found 
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found where there is none of the wiſdom that 
is from above. acknowledge that all depends 
upon God, and that he often taketh the wiſe in 
their ow¼ craftineſs; but ſtill I cannot think 
that he has giren men reaſon as a talent they 
ought to bury; T wiſh its improvement had 
been confined to politics, and thoſe other ſcien- 
ces which are its proper ſubjects. But I proceed 
to take ſome notice of thoſe things in which 
our politicał ſentiments differ; and here, I do 
not mean to enter into controverſy, but to 
ſtate my ſentiments n _ lame: ns 
which-you'bave uſed. : 

I was extremely Sub to WW bene Ane 
tions in your Meihah which I thought were 
tos favourable to the old doctrines of paſſive o- 
bedience; and non reſiſtance. They are the on- 
ly ſentiments in all your works to which I can- 
not ſubſcribe; in your letter ou repeat them. 
Ido not ſee, upon the principles you have laid 
down, how the Revolution in 1688 can be ju. 
tified;: for, if the people Have no right to reſiſt 
tyranny in what manner they pleaſe, our anceſ- 
tors certainly did wrong, when they baniſhed one 
family, and ſcalled another to the throne. Thñe 
preſent Conſtitution in Church and State muſt 
Hkewiſe be built upon rebellion, and every 
friend to it is 4 rebel apainſt the laws of God: 
i the inſtance of wenn has any re- 


lation 


mee 1 formerly mentioned was the: moſt 


unjuſtifiable thing in the world; for James was 
not, by many degrees, either ſo abſolute: or ſo 


tyrannical as the Babylonian Prince ic ſhall 
not, at preſent, ſpend time in examining what 


is the preciſe meaning of the word command in 
the paſſage of Scripture you have quoted. In 
whatever ſenſe we take it, it does not appear to 
me concluſive reaſoning to ſay, that becauſe 
God ſome thouſand years ſince commanded, in 


one inſtance, all nations to ſerve a deſpot, 


therefore paſſive obedience and non- reſiſtance 


are his er commandments to all men in 
every age. I I acknowledge that thoſe nations 
to whom it was given were bound by it; 
and if that tyrant were alive, the obligation 


might {till continue. I need not obſerve to you, 
that there were many commandments given un- 


der the Old Teſtament diſpenſation which made 
no part of God's moral law to men; but you 
cannot be ignorant that there are many inſtan- 


ces of men reſiſting ſimilar tyranny, and doing 
it by the commandment of God himſelf. The 
whole Book of Judges is full of them. The 
moral law of God cannot contradict itſelf; but 
God may at different times give eee com- 
ger 6:80 to men n are een 
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The arguments you take from: the obedience, 
| the firſt Oheiſtians gaue to Nero, &c. I have 

endeavoured to anſwer in the lectures on civil 
and religious liberty, by ſhewing, . that. 2, con- 
trary conduct would have been deſtructive of 
en of men and of nations. 

We ought no doubt to pity thoſe who are 
ande about liberty, and are themſelves the 

ſlaves of fin and Satan; but, ſurely our pity 
ſbould be extended equally to thoſe who are 
frantie for paſlive obedience to the laws of men, 

or rather of a man, and yet boldly trample on 
** laws of Gd. 

You ſay you are ſorry for my be cenſures 
on our adminiſtration; I aſſure you, my worthy 
Father, I have found many perſons who think 
Lam partial to it, and that this is one of the 
greateſt faults of my book. 

I reſpe& the rights of the French nation to 
chooſe a government for themſelves, though 
they ſhould chooſe what I reckon the moſt ab- 
ſurd one in the world; and therefore, ſo far as 
thecrights of nations are concerned, I muſt wiſh 

well to the independence of that people, ſo long 
as I am a friend to juſtice. Though my neigh- 
bour be a Socinian, or even an Atheiſt, I could 
not wiſh to ſee him robbed, becauſe God has 
commanded me to love him; and I ſhould, I 


confeſs „think it extremely hard if any perſon 
told 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


were pens wie them. ' 
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told me, when I pled his cauſe, that 1 muſt cer- 
tainly approve his principles, or his actions, o- 
therwiſe I would not ſtand up in his defence. 
It is-ſufficient to juſtify me, that he is àa man, 
and has a right to his ee 1 _ r 
. . 6 j 

I muſt beg to- YOU y6u tight in —_ ihe 
ahr. If you look again to the concluſion of 


the lectures and reflections, you will find that 


it is not the Society of the Friends of the Peo- 
ple who have adopted a eulogium on Mr 


Paine, but the Society for Conſtitutional infor- 


mation, which is quite another ſociety, and 


| ſeems to be actuateg by very different views. 
When I ſpeak of the purity of the intentions 


of the former ſociety, I am a little ſurpriſed 
that you ſhould ſuppoſe me to mean purity in 


the Goſpel ſenſe of the word. By purity, I 


meant nothing more, in the place you mention, 


than the correſpondence of their intentions 


with their profeſſions of being friends to a mix. 
ed government; nor did I at all mean that 
this purity was produced by their penetra- 


tion, but that, in the preſent caſe, penetration 
was a ſufficient teſt of it; becauſe, were their 
intentions hoſtile to the government of their 


country, they muſt nne ſee n wu 


= 
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Here then, I leave politics. I aſſure you I 
took in perfect good part the letter you wrote 
me; and, though I am forced to differ very much 
from your political ſentiments, I reſpect you in 
the character of a divine, as much as ever, and 
love you even more. As you entered on the 
ſubject, I thought I could not uſe you well with- 
out writing. my fentiments freely. I have done 
it; and as IL hope you will write me again when 
you can ſind leiſure ; as we both underſtood one 
anothers fentiments on political ſubjects, and 
are not likely to agree; and as we have an in- 
exhauſtible ſubject, the exceeding riches of 
God's grace, in his kindneſs to us through 
Chriſt Jeſus, in the celebration of which we are 
agreed; I with to hear from you on this, and 
to let the other ſubjects drop. 

I muſt conclude this letter by thanking you 
for the poem you fent me: I have derived far 
more pleaſure from it than the beſt TOE 
writer in the world could give. 
- + Politics have been, and may yet be, my a- 
muſement; but divinity is my bufinefs, and I 
hope God is my portion. I will thank you, if 
you have another copy of the poem, to ſend me 
it: I wiſh that others may peruſe it, and be en- 
couraged to taſte and ſee that God is good, and 
that they who truſt in him are bleſſed. I hope, 
if God ſpare me, to ſee you in London ſome 
8 time 


( 24 ) 


time next ſummer : Indeed I would rather ſee 
you, and ſpend ſome time with you, than any 
miniſter of ſtate or prince in Europe. I hope 

the freedom of my letter will not diſpleaſe you: 
I will not diſguiſe my ſentiments when I am 
called upon to explain them; but there is not a 
man in the world I would be more ſorry to of- 
fend than you: I ſhall love and reſpect you 
while I live; and J hope to ſpend an eternal fab- 
bath with you in heaven, where all our politics 
will be to adore the Lamb that was ſlain, and 
hath redeemed us to God by his blood. And, 
now my father, and my friend, I will not preſs 
vou for a letter; but ſo ſoon as you have leiſure 
to write me one, it will, I hope, revive me. 
Though I cannot ſubſcribe to the political part 
of your's, the religious part of it was as cold 
water to a thirſty ſoul. May God long preſerve . 
your life as a bleſſing to his church; and, when 
your labours are finiſhed, may you enter into 
reſt, and ſleep in Jeſus. This is, and will, ſo 
long as we both live, be the daily and fervent 
Prayer of My Reverend and Dear Father, 

„ Your relpectful and affectionate 
, | D. W. 


Iſs Newton's Remarks on the preceding Letter. 
. | Whittrns the revolution in : 168 was 


hand i in ; bringing 1 about: My W——_— is only 
with the powers that be; and to them I would 


Yield peaceful obedience, if I lived in Ruſſia. 


In matters of conſcience, if I could not obey, I 


would pray fof grace to enable me to Mer 8e as a 
Chriſtian 3 3 1, Peter 4. 


2. The ſtrain of the duke of B. Es ma- 
nifeſto might lead one, without the ſpirit of pro- 


phecy, | to expect that the Lord would probably 
pour contempt upon ſuch a haughty worm. But 

: do not think his failure a proof that the Lord 
fights for the French: He can humble the duke 


of BE, and call them to an account like. 


wie My heart aches with the forebodings I feel 
for that unhappy nation: They have ſet the 


Lord of hoſts himſelf at defiance ; and, though 


his mercy is infinitely beyond the bounds of my 


ſcanty apprehenſion, as they tive preſumed and 
put it to iſſue with him whether he be the go- 


vernor of the earth or not, I cannot but be- 
lieve he will plead his own cauſe, and make 
them know that he is the Lord. f 

1 D a = 
= This W part of the above letter, which is 
| omitted i in the publication. 
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3.1 cannot believe that an alfembly of athe- 
iſts and libertines (ſuch were the majority at 
leaſt, and eſpecially the leading men in it) ſhould 
ſit down ſeriouſly to intend a plan, ſuppoſing 
them able to contrive it, for the- real good of 
"mankind, or of nations. My knowledge of 
what human nature 1s, when left to itſelf, war- 
rants me-to think, that pride, avarice, and re- 
venge, had a large ſhare i in their councils. . One 
inſtance is come to light: They put the buſt of 
their great Mirabeau on bie 3 they have now 
taken it down. 

4. Dr Owen, Dr Goodwin, and latterly Mr 
Bradbury, were great and good men. But 1 
have always thought, and ſtill think, that their 

interference with politics was a great blemiſh 
on their character. If Martin's account be true, 
that Dr Owen being invited to a political meet- 
ing, after beginning the buſineſs with prayer, 
ſaid with a loud voice, of Richard Cromwell, 

He muſt down, and he fhall down ! I think it 
was a very raſh and indecent ſpeech for a goſ- 
| pel miniſter. Mr Neale ſays, the writer of Dr 
« Owen's life diſcredits the ſtory, though, in 
my opinion, it is very probable, for the Dr 
< inclined to a commonwealth.” Mr Brad- 
bury's political zeal likewiſe led him to join in 
ſinging ſongs in a tavern, a place in which I 
would not chuſe to be ſeen upon ſuch an oc- 

: | caſion. 


{ . 


caſion. I hope I have 1 by e great 3 

men, but I would not copy their faults. Vou 

plead their example; and I am afraid others 

will plead your's. We have one perfect pattern, | 

even Chriſt, and his apoſtles drank deeply into 

his ſpirit. But I am afraid there are but few ä 1 

examples out of the New Teſtament that we* 

can ſafely follow without caution and diſcrimi- 

nation. But, if I may follow any frail man, I 

chooſe Leighton for my guide ; of whom, it is 

recorded in his life, that when blamed by ſome, 

for not preaching to the times, he anſwered, if 

all the brethren have preached according ta the 

times, may not one poor brother be ſuffered to 

preach to eternity. | | 

5. I have no right to conctatith you, when 
you fay you can amuſe yourſelf with politics 

without ſuffering detriment. I am almoſt cer- 

tain I could not. Long experience has taught | 

me, that I cannot be comfortable, either in my | 

public work, or my private walk, unleſs I am as 
much as poſſible zotus in illis. You will allow 

me however to hint, though you know it, that 

we are not proper judges in our own cauſe, and | 

are liable, through the deceitfulneſs of our. own. : 

hearts, even when we mean well, to be drawn 1 

ſooner and farther from the right path than we ; 

are aware. The moſt upright have reaſon to | , 


maintain a jealouſy of themſelves, with regard 
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to their feyourite purſuits. But, aliltting that 


your mind is ſo ſtrong, and fo powerfully. im- 
prefled with the life and influence of divine 

truths, that you can in this way amuſe yourſelf, 
without ſuffering loſs yourſelf, perhaps ſome 
who look up to you as their guide, and follow. 
you as their pattern, may not be ſo well eſta- 
bliſhed ; and, for want of your ſpirituality, what 
18 amuſement to you, may be hurtful and en- 
fnaring to them. Upon the apoſtle” s principles, 
1. Cor. 8. 13. I would not openly and warmly 
meddle with politics while the world ſtandeth, 

leſt I ſhould cauſe my weak brother to offend. | 


M r munen 5 Obſervations on Mr Newton? 5 


Remarks. 


1. Vor tell me that it is no buſineſs of your s | 
to determine, whether the Revolution in 1688 
was right or wrong, as you had no hand i in 


bringing it about. Here I muſt beg leave to 


differ from 1 In the . of this queſ- 
tion, 
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tion, che 8 about Frede obedience 

and none. reſiſtance is ſettled. If that revolution 

be defenfible on the principles of ſcripture and 

reaſon, you muſt either abandon your principles 

with reſpe& to civil government, or retain them, 

| which, I am ſure, you would not wiſh to do in 
oppoſition to the higheſt authority. On the o- 

ther hand, if you believe paſſive obedience and | 
Ane to be the precepts of chriſtianity, 
you muſt certainly condemn every action which 
is inconſiſtent with them, and, by conſequence, 
you muſt pronounce the conduct of the Engliſh 
nation at that period to have been a rebellion 

againſt both God and their prince. 

2. You ſay your buſineſs is only with the 
powers that be, and that to them you would give 
obedience, if you were in Ruſſia. I muſt take 
the liberty to obſerve, that here you have entire- 
ly departed from the original queſtion about 
which we differed in our ſentiments. That 
queſtion was, as you yourſelf ſtated it, whether, 
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| when the body of a nation is injured, the people 

have a right to redreſs themſelves in whatever 4 
manner they pleaſe, i. e. whether, in ſuch a caſe 4 
they have a right to depoſe their rulers, and to 1 
change the form of their government. To prove 4 
5 that they have not this right, you quoted a paſ- 4 
ſage of ſcripture, in which all nations were com- "8 
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. manded to ſaves Neben ine of Ba- 
bylon. But you have dropped that controyerſy, 
and brought in another ſubje&, which has not 
the ſmalleſt connection with the original one, 
and which I will never diſpute with you. I 
readily allow that paſſive obedience is due from 
every individual to thoſe inſtitutions which have 
the ſanction of the majority of that ſociety of 
which he is a member, in every inſtance in 
which ſuch inſtitutions do not interfere with the 
commandments of heaven; and I have been at 
ſome pains in the lectures on civil and religious 
liberty to ſhew that this is a principle on which 
the very exiſtence of ſociety depends. I have 
always obſerved that the advocates for paſſive 
obedience, either from inattention or ſomething 
worſe, (I am confident that the firſt only can be 
your caſe), apply thoſe paſſages of ſcripture, in 
which individuals are required to ſubmit them- 
ſelves to the laws of their country, to the duties 
which nations owe to their rulers ; as if the a- 
poſtle's letter to the Romans had been a mani- 
feſto directed to all the ſubjects of the empire, 
and not an epiſtle to a handful of Chriſtians at 
Rome. This is juſt as abſurd as if any man 
would argue, that becauſe the goſpel forbids pri- 
vate revenge, and requires the forgiveneſs of in- 
juries, it prohibits the magiſtrates of every Chriſ- 
tian country from puniſhing thole perſons who 

violate 
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violate its laws, and ſo turn thoſe precepts which 
are deſigned for the ſupport of ſociety to its de- 
ſtruction. Were I in Ruſſia, I would give obe- 
dience to the civil magiſtrates as readily as you 
would do; and I would do it, not only for wrath, 
but for. conſcience fake, as the apoſtle ſpeaks. 
However tyrannical and abſurd the government 
of that country is, the body of the people are ſa- 
tisfied with it, and indeed have no notion of any 
thing more perfect. So long, therefore, as this 
is the caſe, I am as much bound by its laws as 
if they were thoſe of the-beſt conſtituted govern- 
ment in the world. When the precepts of Chriſ- 
tianity require that obedience from one, they 
require no more than what J am antecedently 
bound to give by the very conſtitution of ſociety 
itſelf. Here Chriſtianity only confirms the law 
of nature. Though it brings in a new motive of 
action, and requires me to obey for the Lord's 
ſake, it does not enlarge the extent of the obe- 
dience I owe to the commandments of men. But 
let me turn the ſuppoſition of your living in 
Ruſſia to the point in diſpute between us. I 
ſhall ſuppoſe that you were now in that country, 
and that the people in general had their views 
ſufficiently enlarged to diſcover the true end of 
government, and the abſurdity of their preſent. 
form of it; that they were ſtruggling with an 
arbitrary court for that liberty which the ſub- 
jects 


1 

jects of Britain enjoy; having made the ſup- 
poſition, let me aſk you, what part you would 
conſider yourſelf bound to act in theſe circum- 
ſtances ? If you ſay you would take no part at 
all, I muſt obſerve, that I cannot poſlibly ſee 
how you could remain neutral. If you believe, 
as I do, that every nation* has a right to enjoy 
liberty, you could much leſs be an unconcerned 
ſpectator, when millions were robbed of their 
beſt temporal inheritance, than when an indi- 
vidual was robbed of his property. You muſt 
conſider the a& of violence as the more atroci- 
ous in proportion to the extent of the miſchief 
it occaſions. Should you, on the other hand; 
conſider paſſive obedience to princes and rulers 
as one of the doctrines of Chriſtianity, I do 
not underſtand how you could in conſcience a- 
void teaching what you muſt reckon a duty 

particularly neceſſary at ſuch a conjunQure: 
Allow me to obſerve, that the anſwer which 
ought to be given to the queſtion I have put 
decides the whole controverſy between us. If 
an arbitrary government may be reſiſted by the 
body of the people, much more, in a limited one 
ſuch as our's, may they, when the compact be- 
tween them and their rulers is broken, exact 
the forfeiture. What you ſay of living in Ruſ- 
ſia, brings to my mind a ſentence in your for- 
mer letter: You ſay, that ſhould God, for our 
_ fins, 


. 


„ 
ſins, bring this country under the power of 
Kuſſia, you would look more to him, than to 
men for deliverance. We are perfectly agreed 
in the caſe you have put; as our whole hope of 
forgiveneſs muſt depend on the mercy of God, 
ſo our whole hope of ſucceſs againſt our ene- 
nues ought to be fixed on the bleiling | of his 
providence. And, yet I am afraid there muſt 
be ſome difference of opinion between us. I 
would reckon that, in this caſe, we were want- 
ing in our duty, both to ourſelves and to our 
| poſterity, did we not levy the moſt numerous 
army, and equip the moſt formidable fleet, that 
che · circumſtances of our condition would allow 


2 to do, and animate. one another to the com- 


Be of good courage, and let us behave our- 


155 valiantly for our people, and for the cities of 
our God; and let the Lord do that which i is right 
in his fight. 55 

But, to return to that ſubmiſſion which indi- 
viduals owe to the voice of a nation; Should 
the parliament of Great Britain place the king 
above the laws, and render him abſolute as the 
Grand Signior; if they did it with the general 
conſent of the nation, I maintain that you and 


I, and even the moſt reſpectable minority, are 


as much tied dawn to non-reſiſtance as we are 
at preſent. The laws which are ordained with 


the conſent of the * of any ſociety, ſo 


„ lang 


C 
long as they are equal, conſtitute, the whole of 
14 the rights of every individual. Had the Na- 
1 | tional Convention of France acted upon this 
i = principle, which is the very baſis of all political 
4 | liberty, they would not have correſponded with 
| factious clubs in this country, whoſe profeſſed 
=_ intention is to ſubvert a conſtitution revered by 

| | the great body of the people. 

3- That: God fought for the 88 when 
that nation was invaded by the armies of the Em- 
peror and the King of Pruſſia, both you and I 
muſt believe, as we are firmly perſuaded that 
not a ſparrow can fall to the ground without his 
care and ſuperintendance. The French atheiſts, 
indeed, believe nothing of this, and therefore 
they muſt aſcribe their victory to chance, or to 
their own diſcipline or courage. What judg- 
ments the infidelity and wickedneſs of that na- 

tion may draw down on them, I confeſs myſelf | 
utterly unable to determine. But, if zhey ſuffer; 

p and ' we eſcape, it is certainly, as you acknow- 
* * ledge, much more than we deſerve. I ever was 
an enemy to the levelling principles of the 
French government; ;. I reprobated their intro- 
duction into this country; and 1 was always a- 
fraid they would throw the people who adopted 
them into a ſtate of anarchy and diſcord. But Ial- 
ways thought, and ſtill continue fo think, that the 


French had a _ to chooſe the form of govern- 
ment 
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ment under which they were to live; and that, 


though every individual of the human race 
might examine their political principles, yet all 
the nations of the world put together could ne- 


ver, conſiſtently with juſtice; pretend to chooſe 


a government for them. Had the people of 
France continued to treat the rights of other na- 
tions with the ſame veneration which they chal- 
- lenged to their own, though their cauſe had been 
attended with no better ſucceſs than that of Po- 
land; I would ſtill have conſidered it as the cauſe 
of juſtice and moderation. When they invaded 
the Auftrian Netherlands, they were received by 
the natives as friends and deliverers. In that 
character I wiſhed them ſucceſs: But, the mo- 
ment I 'was convinced, (I paid but little regard 


to the firſt vague reports circulated in the Newſ- 


papers), that they attempted to force their prin- 
ciples of liberty and equality upon thoſe provin- 


ces, I could only recognize them in the charac- 


ter of oppreſſors. Such men, whatever their pro- 
feſſions are, I am never ſorry to ſee humbled. 


When the National Convention, in the accumu- 1 


lated characters of accuſers, judges, and witneſ- 
ſes, without law, and in oppoſition to one of the 


firſt maxims of liberty and juſtice, paſfed the ſen- 


tence of death on their degraded monarch, when 


they ſuffered that ſentence to be executed with 


a barbarity ſhocking to the feelings of human 
5 nature, 


( 


nature, their conduct ſtruck me with indignation 
mingled with horror. The murders perpetrated 
by Marat, Roberſpierre, &c. excited my deteſta- 
tion; but, as they were the arts only of a deſ- 


perate faction, I thought it unjuſt to charge 


them to the account of the people in France. 
The murder of their prince was the act of the 
nation; and, ſo ſoon as I knew that it was com- 


mitted, I believed the day of : etribution was not 


far off. I have not been ſurpriſed to hear that 
diſgrace and defeat have attended every meaſure 


they have adopted ſince that time. With regard 


to their domeſtic concerns, I have only one thing 
to obſerve. If the principles of atheiſm be ſo ge- 


nerally received as we are taught to believe 
they are, it is a matter of very little conſequence 


under . what form of government they ſhall 
chooſe to live. Were it the beſt in the world, 


ſo ſoon as the belief of a God and his provi- | 


dence is exploded, ſociety, by the natural courſe 
of things, as well as by the judgments of heaven, 
muſt be on the very point of ſome violent diſ- 


ruption. Here therefore we are agreed. The 
ſum of my principles, with reſpe& to the French, 
is this : So long as they fought only for the en-. 


joyment of their own opinions, I wiſhed them 
ſucceſs : So ſoon as they ſought to impoſe them 
on others, 1 hoped 10.0 804 be — 


INI S. 


